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A STRANGE SERMON. 
Continued from page 124. 
“ For there is one God ;”—1, Tim. 2. 5. 
Nothing but the unspeakable importance of 
the subject involved in our text could justify 
your speaker in a renewal of his endeavors to 


odify his hearers with a continued series of dis- 
courses upon one short of divine truth. 


There arc many texts, which are sufficiently 
important to claim and deserve our attention ; 


and considering the shortness and uncertainty 
of our lives, it may be thought the better way 
to consider 9s many different passages as may 
be possible, rather than pursue the course 1 
have preferred. But I humbly conceive, that 
to do a thing well, is better than to attempt 
much and finish nothing. Therefore, before I 
dismiss this subject and take up another, I hope 
to succeed in giving it a plain, rational, and 
consistent explanation, leaving the event to 
God. If,asIThave before said, we obtain a 
good understanding of the character of Deity, 
we shall have a foundation, a sure corner stone, 
en which, with safety, we may build our house 
of faith. It is on this foundation that our hopes 
must be built, and nothing but a knowledge of 
God, both theoretical and practical, can secure 
us from the winds of doctrine which not only 
deprive mankind of much enjoyment, but posi- 
tively inflict upon our hearts those painful 
wounds which no other being but the Almighty 
_ can heal, 

I therefore, with greater confidence in your 
sincerity, and with stronger hopes of your ap- 
probation of my motives, again invite your at- 
tention to the moral attributes of Jehovah, But 
before we enter upon the argument, let us for 
& moment consider what has already been ad-. 
vanced upon this subject. 

_ We have learned that the one God is good, 
Just, and infinitely merciful, and that his good- 
hess consists in giving life and intelligence to 
mankind with a design to render the existence 





of every individual a blessing. His justice, we 
have found is not opposed to his goodness or 
mercy, but consists in punishing sinners as 
much asis for their good. These facts have 
been so maintained, that [ cannot suppose them 
refutable. With this in view I proceed. And 
1, The wisdom of God, demands attention. 

That the Almighty is wise, and infinitely so, 
is a fact abundantly authenticated by that.kind 
of evidence which is communcated through the 
medium of our senses. If we contemplate for 
a moment the admirable plan of universal na- 
ture, we are fixed in astonishment at the wisdom 
therein exhibited. “The heavens declare the 

lory of God, and the firmament sheweth forth 
his handy-work.” But the uninterrupted 
course of all the moving spheres,—the sure 
and steady rolling of the whecls of providence, 
—together with the evident good which often 
arises from, or is produced by apparentevil, are 
incoutrovertible evidences of the fact, that in- 
finite wisdom pervades the universe. 

But it concerns us more particularly to know 
in what this wisdom consists in relation te the 
dealings of God with mankind. We admit with- 
out the least hesitancy, that the Lord is _infi- 
nite in wisdom, but an acknowledgment of this 
kind, will fall far short of having the desired 
effect upon the mind. 

I may very gravely, and very honestly de- 
clare, that my neighbor is endowed with much 
wisdom but after all, I may at the same time 
suppose that his wisdom consists in denying 
himself every comfort of life. A mere assent 
of the mind, therefore, to the proposition that 
God is infinitely wise, may, fali far short of 
the necessary knowledge of the subjectin hand. 
Like the parrot we may jabber about the wis- 
dom of God, but like wise men we should en- 
deavor to know in what this wisdom consists, 

In order then, to dispose of our subject with- 
out any loss of time, I will enter upon its par- 
ticulars in the following method viz. 1, In- 
quire what is the wisdom of God? Orin what 
does it consist? 2. How is it maifested ? $.— 
What does it teach us?— 

And 1. What is the wisdom of God, or in 
what does it consist ? 

This question may be answered in the lan- 
guage of another to the satisfaction of most of 
my hearers. “The wisdom of God is that 
grand attribute of his nature by which he knows 
and orders all things for his own glory and the 
good of his creatures.” 

Although the power of God must effect every 
object, e wisdom must sketch the plan and 
diregts [ts operpsion. Hencp the Almighty 
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hath put in motion the wheels of nature, and | it will be the highest of presumption and fol iy 


propels them onward by his power yet his wis- | to break off, and say, that in the work of grace 


dom directs their motion and 
Cabinet of heaven. Hence in his word we are 
informed that “all things are of God,’ and that 
“by wisdom the Lord has founded the earth, by 
understanding hath he established the heavens.” 
For this reason the wise man exclaims, “O 
Lord, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom 
hast thou made them all !” 

But if we consider more particularly our sub- 
ject, the wisdom of God will be found to con- 
sist in the following essentials, viz. 1, In 
devising a plan for nature, providence and 
grace. 2. In guarding against all contingen- 
cies, so that nothing can frustrate that plan, 3. 
In devising means to secure the well-being of 
intelligent or intellectual creation. 

In defence of the first proposition but little 
need be said ; for it must be: admitted on all 
hands, that the Almighty would have been de- 
void of wisdom, had he not have had a plan, or 
design in view when he spoke into being the 

‘creation of which we are a part. We find in 
all the works of nature, as far as our knowledge 
of things extends, that there are, established 
laws for the government of every thing anim- 
ate or inanimate. These laws demonstrate to 
our minds the fact, that the great contriver, is 
wise, and that, in wisdom he has so ordered 
and connected cause and effect, that the result 
is uniform, and that, the many results of the 
vast multitudes of causes are so directed, that 
they produce an admirable systemof operations. 
But all will admit, that in the work of nature, 
the fixed plan of the Almighty is conspicuous. 
Nor will any one venture to say, that such plan 
has ever been frustrated, or that any event has 
ever, in the least, affected it. Therefore to mul- 
tiply words upon this propbsition will be useless. 

Again :—The wisdom of God consists in for- 
ming and sustaiaing a plan in the operation of 
his providence. 

t seems to militate against the dignity of 
human nature, for mankind to dispute this 
propsition for one moment. For common sense 
(which is the best sense in the world) if fully 
exercised must lead every man to the conclu- 
sion, that nothing is accidental in the providence 
of God. Although to us it may sometimes ap- 
pear strange or unaccountable that a villain 
should be rich, and an honest man poor,—that 
a hypocrite should be applauded for his piety, 
and the real christian neglected, yet we are as- 
sured that a sparrow does not fall 10 the ground 
unnoticed by the Lord. The purpose of God 
will stand, and his pleasure will be accomplish- 
ed ; and although by the limitation of our ca- 
pacities we may not be able to account for 
events, yet without deubt all things with the 
Lord are well ordered and sure.— 

But 3. The wisdom of God consists in de- 


vising a plan of favor on grace 
After having admitted the fact, that God in 
creation and providence pursues his eternal or 


| 


ota in the | he has no plan, 


For, in this plan are concern- 
ed the honor and glory of God and the best, 
a had almost said the only) welfare of man,— 

or what is it tome whether nature and_provi- 
dence roll on in their well-ordered course to- 
wards their destined end, if they are to roll me 
into an abyss of wretchedness or the mansions 
of eternal forgetfulness ? What is is to me, if 
the sun rises and sets,—if the moon performs 
her course—if empires rise and fall—if kings 
and beggars change condition,—or if things per- 
taining to my present life are predetermined by 
the Lord, if in the end some paltry circumstance 
shall rob my soul of lifeor deny my spirit 
the grace of God? Little do I care for the 
yoga to be enjoyed in this vale of tears, if 

can hereafter realize my hopes of deliverance 
from sin and death. Every other considera- 
tion dwindles into insignificance when com- 
pared with the grace of Almighty God: And 
shall we presume to say, that the most impor- 
tant work of God was begun, and has been thus 
far carried on, without a plan, without a pur- 
pose or design ? No, God forbid. 

That Deity hada plan in the beginning iu 
relation to his grace or favor is too frequently 
taught in the word of God to require argument 
to support it, and if we consult the lively 
oracles upon tig® subject we shall find, that this 
plan of grace, ®:e the wisdom which origina- 
ted it, “ is first pure, then peacable, gentle and 
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and geod 
fruits, without partiality, and without hypocri- 
c id 
Isay the plan of grace is impartial. It is“with- 
out partiality.” This fact is so evident, so well 
authenticated by every correct principle of rea- 
son, philosophy and religion, that could a well 
informed individual be found upon the earth, 
who would coolly deny it, I should begin to 
have faith in the personality of the devil. If 
it be true, then, that the grace of God is im- 
partial, and that this grace was planned or pur- 
posed by Jehovah, let us in the spirit of meek- 
ness inquire after the conclusion to be drawn 
from the premises, And here let me usk, 
what is grace? An eminent theologian of the 
orthodox faith shall furnish an answer. “ Grace,” 
says Mr, Buck, as it relates to God, is his free 
favor and love. Hence when we speak of the 
plan of grace, we mean the plan of Gods favor 
and love. On whom is this favor to be bestow- 
ed ? What shall I say ? After the speaker has 
said, and the hearer has admitted, that the grace 
of God, as planned by his wisdom, is impartial, 
will it do for me to say, or for you to believe, 
that but a very few are to be the recipients of 
it? ShallI not in so doing insult your under- 
standings, and contradict what has already been 
said ? I think so, But, says an objector, “ God 
will not be partial even if he should eternally 
withhold his grace from the sinner.” How so? 
Will not the righteous be saved by grace? 0 





original plan cessation or interruption 


yes. “ By grace are ye saved through faith, 
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and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God. 
But were not the righteous once sinners? Yes. 
And ar® saved by grace ? yes, Then why will 
not all sinners be saved by the same grace if it 
be impartial? Now hear the answer. “ Be- 
cause,” says the objector, “ they do not bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance—they do nat 
exercise faith, and are therefore unworthy of 
the grace of God !” unworray of grace! //— 
Is grace areward for works ? So the favor of 
God to be purchased ? No, like the servant of 
God is to Annias and Sapphira I would say to 
the one who offers the worthless commodity 
of self-righteousness in exchange for the grace 
of God, “thy works perish with thee !” No, If 
salvation is of grace, it is no more of works ! 
Grace is not only the favor of God, but it is the 
Sree and unmerited favor of the author of every 
blessing. Therefore, for us to talk of merit- 
ing divine favor, is foolish in the extreme.— 
Ilence if all are sinners, in a like condition, 
under similar cireamstances; and grace is be- 
stowed upon one, and not upon all,it appears 
to me like partiality in the full sense of the 
word, 

Now all are disposed to admit, that no man 
can do any thing towards obtaining salvation, 
unless the assisting grace of God operates upon 
the heart. Limitarians, ina particular manner 
maintain this idea. If this be true, then I a- 
vain ask, how can God be impartial, and at the 
same time withhold his grace from all but 
the favored few ? Possibly some one may re- 
ply, that the fact is well known, that some do 
enjoy the peculiar grace of God here, and that 
God is impartial, while at the same time he 
does not bestow his favor upon all. This I 
confess is somewhat plausible, and possibly no 
better argument can be advanced by my op- 
posers in defence of their ideas,and against my 
own. Buta very essential fact is left out of 
the account. I have no hesitation in saying, 
thatin this world, many have evidently the 
grace of God in their hearts, and that thousands 
live and die without its special regenerating 
influence. But this, so far from operating a- 
gainst my arguments, goes directly to substan- 
tiate them. For because Godin his good prov- 
idence afflicts the pious man to-day with sick- 
ness and pain, it does not follow, that he will 
make him sick forever / But on the other hand, 
there will be the more need of health hereafter, 
in order to afford the good man a ballance of 
enjoyment. And so in the case under consid- 
ation. God may withhold his grace this day, 
this week, this year or during life, from one, 
while another enjoys it, and at the same time 
be impartial, but the same rule will not apply 
to eternity. For allare alike under sin, and 
therefore in the impartial distribution of grace 
all must necessarily receive in the end an equal 
portien according to the necessity of each; and 
that this will be the case is sufficiently evident 
from the fact, that God is impartial. “But not- 
withstanding all this, God may be strictly im- 
partial, and yet afflict one to-day with a want 





of grace and another with a want of health.— 
But in the end the ballance must be neither in 
favor of one nor the other, but the gift must be 
equal uponall, In support of this fact we read 
that the favor of God is upon all them that be- 
lieve, whether Jew or Gentile, for there is no 
difference, for all have siniied and come short 
of the glory of God. Being freely justified by 
his grace, &c.. Now that the faith of some is 
stronger than that of others, is a fact undenia- 
ble. And that some believe sooner than others, 
and live longer in the exercise of faith is equally 
evident, But the grace of God is, or shall be 
equal upon all, notwithstanding the difference 
of condition which has heretofore and does yet 
exist among christians.. And, my good breth- 
ren of the popular faith will tell me, that the 
man who repents of a life of wickedness one 
hour before he dies, is just as safe, and will 
have just as much grace in another world, as 
will be enjoyed by the most prominent saint in 
the calendar of martyrs. 

I do not maintain that all will actually enjoy 
the same quantity of grace or happiness in the 
life to come, For to me it appears evident 
that there, one star will differ trom another in 
glory, but that each measure will be full, I have 
no doubt. 

Hence, I can account for a partial difference 
of condition among men, and even christians 
here, on the ground or supposition that God is 
entirely i ial, but I cannot conceive how 
God can be impartial in his purpese of grace and 
yet make an infinite difference in the condition 
of those who are alike undeserving and sinful. 

But in the present age of the world, there are 
very few, ifany, who will venture to mantain, 
that God did not, in the beginning, design to 
_— the happiness of his offspring, man.— 

es; says the limitarian “God made man with 
the express design in view, to make him the 
recipient of unsullied enjoymenthere, and of 
endless blessedness hereafter : But unfortunate- 
ly for the creature, the devil, in the form of the 
serpent whispered in the ear of the luckless 
mother of our race the delusive story, and con- 
trary to the design of Deity she fell, her hus- 
band with her, and with them both the unfor- 
tunate, though unborn generations of the chil- 
dren of men! 

This doctrine will be duly appreciated when 
we shall have considered. 

2dly. That the wisdom of God consists in 
guarding against all contingences, so that noth- 
ing can frustrate his plan or design. 

That God is omnicient, is a fact which no 
one can deny; and that he is omnipotent is’ 
maintained by every christian, His foreknowl- 
edge of every event, is tacitly admitted. Con- 
sequently he must have known the consequence 
of placing Adam and Eve in the garden of 
e knew 


Eden, before they were created. 
what the Devil would do, and he must have 
known also the weakness of the woman. To 


deny this would be folly. Then Task, had the 
Almighty power to prevent the direful catas- 
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trophe ? Yes, Then why didhe suffer the dev- 
il to succeed in his nefarious ‘work? Perhaps 
my opposer may say, that if God had interpo- 
sed in that case,it would not have been consist- 
ent with the moral agency of the creation.— 
Then I will go farther back, and ask, why did 
God endow man with such an agency or free- 
dom as he knew would frustrate his plan? Will 
the hearer fell me that God did thus, on pur- 
pose that his plan might be frustrated? If so, 
then I contend that God had two plans: One 
of which was to frustrate the other ! ” 

But such doctrine will never be believed by 
rational men. The scriptures are not silent 
upon this subject, but declare, that the council 
of God shall stand, and he will do all his pleas- 
wre, 

That God had from eternity, a plan of Grace 
is as evident as it is, or can be, that he has a 
plan in the ordinary operations of nature and 
and providence. ‘To say otherwise would be 
to accuse heaven of inattention to the most im- 
portant concerns of the universe. This being | 
admitted, I can see no way to avoid the con- 
clusion, that his original design has never been, 
nor can ever be frustrated or rendered abortive. 
For if we view the subject in its proper light, 
it will be found to support one of three doctrines : 
viz. 1. That God had not sufficient wisdom to 
form a plan of grace or favor ; Or, 2. That he 
had not sufficient power to execute his plan 
after it was formed ;—or, 3. That he had wis- 
dom to plan, ani power to execute a system of 





operations, which were eternally designed to 
effect the final, impartial, and glorious resurrec- | 
tion and salvation of every object of his regard. | 
This latter conclysion is the most rational, and | 
the most consistent with the scriptures, and | 
therefore, I shall consider it true. | 

It therefore follows, that, the introduction of | 
moral evil, into the world, instead of being con- | 
trary to, is apart of the plan of grace ; and 
will, in the end, redound to the glory of God. 
For in the language of the apostle “ Moreover 
the law entered that the offence might abound. 
But where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound ; that as sin hath reigned unto death, 
even so might grace reign through righteous- 
ness, unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” Rom. v. 20. 

No fact is more plainly taught in the scyip- 
tures than this, and hence we may infer, that 
the plan of grace ordained by God, which in- 
cludes redemption, sanctification, and justifica- 
tion, was ordained of God before the morning 
star sang together, and will be carried into ef- 
fect, notwithsthnding earth, and hell with her 
armies, may attempt to effect its destruction. 
— this in view it is hardly necessary to con- 
tend. 

3. That the wisdoin of God consists in de- 
vising means to secure the eternal happiness of 
all intelligent creation, 

For as we have already shown the wisdom, 
of God is without partiality and without hy 
crisy, Therefore as allare under atalino 





underserving—and equally without strength, it 
is beyond the ability of man to show how God 
can be impartial and bestow salvation uponone 
and not uponall. I admit that comparatively, 
one man may be better than another, but I re- 
peat it, grace is no more of warks. 

Although I might quote the most plain and 
positive declarations from the scriptures until 
you would faint under the fatigue, in support 
of the doctrine advanced, yet I will only bring 
forward one passage with which my hearers 
are generally conversant. So says Paul to the 
Ephisians i, 8,9, 10. “Wherein he hath a- 
bounded &c.” 

With this testimony for your guide, we leave 
this part of our general subject for your furth- 
er consideration. 2ndly. How is the wisdom 
of God manifested ? By this inquiry I mean to 
ask, from what source do we derive evidence 
that God’s wisdom consists in devising a plan 
for te operations of nature, providence, and 
grace, and in guarding against all contingen- 
ces, $c, Src 2 SCRA 
We may Ist, reasoning from aaalogy, derive 
evidence from every thing within the’ reach of 
human observation, in support of the doctrine 
advanced, The order and regularity of all the 
planitary system, which preduces an uninter- 
rupted return and exchange of seasons ;—the 
steady, operations of providence, by which good 
is brought out of evil, and the anger of man is 
made to praise tbe Lord, demonstrates the wis- 
dom of God, and excites the contemplative soul 
to respond “ thy ways, and thy works are per- 
fect.” From this, the mind takes the wings of 
faith, and guided by reason, surveys the vast 
plan of the Almighty as regards our better por- 
tion, and confesses, before God and man, that 
the work of grace, or the plan of favor is no 
less perfect. 

But, 2ndly. Where reason and philosophy 
leaves us, revalation takes up, and roots out 
every doubt upon this subject. As we have 
seen God hath purposed in himself, to gathe: 
together all things in Christ. This purpose 
was declared to the primitive followers of our 
redeemer, and is recorded for our comfort. In 
agreement with this purpose, Jehovah hath 
“sworn by himself” that it shall be atcomplish- 
ed, and that every tongue shall swear that in 
the Lord they have righteousness and strength. 
According to this plan of God, our Redeemer 
came into the world to testify the love of God 
for sinners—to seal with his blood the coven- 
ant of redemption—and bring universal life and 
immortality to light. After this tke primitive 
saints went about in sheepskins and goatskins, 
and in. unison with the declarations of all Ged’s 
holy prophets since the world began, testified 
* ‘he restitution of all things.” But lastly.— 
What does this wisdom teach us ? 

1, It teaches us the importance of confidence 
in God. 

All christians, profess to have a strong hop¢ 
or confidence in the Almighty. But I consid 
er some acknowledgments,which are sometimes 
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made by professing christians, as good evidence 
in favor of the supposition, that their hope is 
not as ananchor to theirsouls. For we hear 
those, who are most pious among them of the 
limited Faith, declare in the fullness of their 
sincerity, that they doubt and fear the final re- 
sult of their éxistence. Ah, says the fearful, 
christian, “ could I but know what will become 
of myself, my wife, my little ones, 1 would give 
all I possess and think myself the gainer by it! 
—Yes, All this is true! And the truth is, all this 
fear and anxiety and distress of mind is the fruit 
of distrust. Did mankind but know, that the wis- 
dom of God consists in devising means to se- 
cure the happiness of every intelligent being, 
all would hope in God, and trust in thie testi- 
mony of Jesus Christ. 

But as long as a system of partial grace is 
cherished in the heart—as long as men sup- 


pose, that the wisdom of God, has either not | 


found a plan, or formed one subject to be over- 
thrown and destroyed, so long they are depri- 
ved of the joy and peace of beleiving, and are 
destitute of that hope which is stronger than 
death. Again :—The wisdom of God teaches 
us tobe pure. Be like your father which is in 
heaven, is the essence of a command uttered 


under the most solemn obligations to be mer- 
ciful to every creature of God. Wisdom like 
the tree of life, will also spring up and bear all 
manner of fruit. Her leaves are for the 
healing of the nations, and beneath her branch- 
es we may repose, and rest from the vanities of 
this vain world! But lastly: The wisdom of 
God as thus feebly exhibited, teaches us td be 
without partiality and without hypocrisy. 

Tell me my brethren, if you can, if God" is 
partial toa few, and neglects the, multitude, 
why should the christian be impartial ?—May 
we not be like our God? Ifhe loves his friends 
and hates his enemies, may we not dothe same ? 
And if he has sworn to bless all nations in 
Christ,—if he invites all to look unto him and 
be saved and yet has left affairs at loose ends, 
may we not act the hypocrite, and pretend 





much love and solicitude for our fellow mean, 
while in reality we have none? Why should a 
| man be better than his God ? Ah! my friends, 
' the wisdom that is from above is without par- 
‘tiality and without hypocrisy, therefore we 
| should copy the great example, and be good 
‘unto all, honest in our pretensions before God 
| and the world, and pretend to no more than we 
|in reality feel. True, God hath promised to 


by the Lord of Glory. The pure and spotless bless alf ; he hath said it with an oath, hence 
Jehovah has never defiled his hands with the ; he invites all to Jook unto him through the me- 
blood of infan¢y or helpless decripitude. Love | dium of Clirist and enjoy the hope set before 
towards sinners constitutes the most distinguish- | us in the gospel. In all this there is no hy- 
ing perfection of his nature, and if we would be ; pocrisy. God means as he hath said, and will 


wise, nothing but his love should be the gov- in due time bring about his purpose of wisdom 
erning principle in our hearts, Its pure lan- | and plan of universal grace.—Amen. 


guage should fill our mouths ; its uncontamina- | 
ted water of life, should run down our streets ; | 
and every soul should feel and appreciate its | 
value, 





MISCELLANEOUS. 


* RELIGION’S ALL.” 

Again :—The wisdom of God teaches us to| The mind of a man is like a fluctuating sea. 
be peacable, The gospel, which isthe power | It is never at rest. There is a perpetual ten- 
and wisdom of God, unto salvation, it is peace- | dency, which cannot be curbed by perpetual 
ful in is nature and operation. Fear not, said | disappointment, to send out our desires after 
the angels of heaven, it is “ good news of great ;}some object beyond our present reach, But 
joy which shall be to all people ;” and glory | we are never satisfied from the attainment of 
to God in the highest, on earth peace good will ' our desires, The law of the natural world, by 
to men should be the gladsome response of | which objects diminish according to their dis- 
all intelligences ! tance frou us, is reversed in the moral. The 

Again :—By this wisdom we are taught to be | objects of our wishes are magnified in propor- 
gentle and easy to be entreated. The wisdom tion to the distance at which we view them.— 
that breathes peace to all, whether near or a-| As we approach near, the charm is broken, the 
far off, also sheds her gentle influence upon illusion vanishes. They prove to be but bub- 
every believer, and will, sooner or latter ren-; bles, which as soon as touched, dissolve into 
der each follower of Christ both gentle and | airy vapor. Still we do not rest, At every 
compassionate. Unlike the doctrines founded | fresh disappointment, we put forth new desires 











upon implacability, this equal system promotes | 


both love and charity. 

Again :—The wisdom of God teaches us 
ihat we should be full of mercy atid good 
truits without partiality and without hyprocrisy. 

The covenant of grace as planned by the 
wisdom of God, is full of mercy. There is 
neither spot nor wrinkle por any such ‘thing to 
tarnish its lustre or destroy its universality. — 
Therefore, all those who believe the testimon 
of Christ, or the declarations of God himself 


and new efforts, for the attainment of some ob- 
ject yet more remote. Even success, the most 
unbounded, does not satisfy us. We weep for 
more worlds to conquer. 

We are so constituted that pursuit is essen- 
tial to our happiness. Progress, to whatever 
it relates, is in itself delightful to us. There 
is, therefore, some degree of enjoyment in 
earthly pursuits ; but it is not in the end attain- 
ed, it is in the mere progressto that end. How 
vague and evanescent this ! however flickering. 





in relation to this important subject are bound 


feeble, and insecure ; like the flashes emitted 
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by a ball in rapid motion, resulting not from 
ahy resource in itself, but merely from its con- 
tact with other bodies? The soul remains 
empty—a soul of vast desires, vast energies, 
and vast capacity! It is as ifa man were to 
spend his whole life in running to a goal, for 
the mere pleasure of the race—The goal is of 
no value but to mark the place where he must 
stop. His race ended, his sand of life run out, 
he awaken in eternity, and what has he of all 
the labors that he has taken under the sun ! 
Amid this tumult of the mind, this everlast- 
ing restlessness of the soul, Religion, benigao 
visitor ; heavenly monitor, descends to man. 
She comes in radiant and alluring form, and 
addresses him in accents of winning tenderness. 
“ Reccive-me, and I will say to the swelling 
surge of passion, Peace, be still.” I will quell 
the fever of disappointment, by leading you to 
fountains of living waters. I will point you to 
the shadow of a great rock in this weary land. 
Receive me, oh, ye on whom the Son of God 
has leoked with tenderness, and I will direct 
you to an object of pursuit, worthy of your 
heavenly origin, worthy your nature, but little 
lower than that of angels—worthy the inward 
aspirings of which you are proudly yet painful- 
ly conscious. You love pursuit—the object 
to which I will direct you, is infinite, therefore, 
your pursuit will be endless. You delight in 


progress, here your progress shall be commen- 
surate with eternity. Your desires are bound- 
less : you shall be satisfied when you awake in 


the likeness of God. Not only so, you shall 
frequently be filled, in this house of your pil- 
grimage, with prelibations of future blessedness. 
Receive me and you need never fear what na- 
ture renders so revolting to you, a cassation of 
hope, expectation, and effort. True, your ca- 
pacity of happiness will be filled as soon as you 
enter on your everlasting inheritance, but 
that capacity shall be forever increasing, and 
forever filling with all the fulness of God.— 
Throughout the immortality of her existence, 
your soul shall be continually expanding her 
views, strengthening her energies, and drinking 
deeper and deeper of the river of pleasure 
which flows at the right hand of the Most 
High.” 

Such are the bouadless offers ofreligion. All 
that men can desire, all that his nature can re- 
ceive, more than his utmost powers of appre- 
hension can reach. View the nature of man, 
and the objects by which he is surrounded ; 
his immortal capacity forever seeking, yet for- 
ever refusing to be filled from earthly sources ; 
and say, is nut this divine religion, in its fresh- 
ness, and its boundlessness, to a being thus 
constituted and thus situated, is it not all? 
View the individual, who has embraced her in 
his inmost soul, and entered on the high and 
holy course to which she dictates, and then 
say, with an emphasis drawn from reality, and 
not from theory alone, is not Religion all? 
See her deciple a er of the ills incident to 
human nature. He considers himself as “ un- 





der education in God’s school,” and wether his 
divine Master frown or smile, he knows the 
dispensation is adapted to his present need, 
and tends alike’ to fit him for his future inheri- 
tance. He regards all events as under the di- 
rection of a being of almighty power, infinite 
wisdom, and unbounded good ; and, therefore, 
whatever occurs, though his favorite schemes 
be crossed, he meekly says, “ Even so, Father, 
for so it seemed good in thy sight.” What 
moral gra&deur is there in the character of the 
Christian! Amid “the war of elements, the 
wreck of matter and the crush of worlds,” he 
can sit, like Noah in the ark, calm, quiet, and 
secure, for the edifice of his hopes is built on 
the Rock of Ages. View the Christian as 
taught by religion to subdue the baneful pass- 
ions of our nature, which are an everspringing 
source of wretchedness, within our own bo-: 
soms. Instead of suffering the serpent revenge 
to twine round his’ heart, and nourish itself ins’ 
the misery of anéther, he has learnt, when he ~ 
is reviled to bless } when he is‘defamed, to suf- | 
fer. Envy cannot insinuate itse}finto his ming 
and corrode his peace, for he is under ,the,jn- 
fluence of the precept, love thy neighbor as 
thyself; and hence he rejoices in the. prosper- 
ity of another as if it were his own. Pride does 
not erect her stately tribunal in his breast, and 
incessantly wound his self-love, for he is taught 
to esteem others better than himself. A happy 
man ishe; for, in proportion as he yields the 
influence of the principles he has embraced, his 
soul is in harmony within itself, in harmony 
with the governing principles of the universe. 
It is like a well taned instrument; whatever 
key is struck it responds melodious notes, 

Follow the Christian further, as he enters 
the dark valley of the shadow of death. Here 
nature instinctively recoils, Butfeligion takes 
away the sting of death, and despoils the grave 
of its victory. True, the proud precepts of 
philosophy might have enabled him to meet it 
with feigned composure, but it is divine reli- 
gion, alone which can in reality be the strength 
of his heart, when hearts and flesh fail. When 
the silver cord is lossed, and the golden bow! is 
broken, and the frightened soul, finding that 
the frail edifice is crumbling, looks out for re- 
fuge, if a dark uncertainty hangs over its future 
destiny, it cannot but recoil in agony and hor- 
hor. Religion alone by that faith which is the 
substance of things hoped for, can present be- 
fore it a vivid reality, so that when it launches 
into the Jourdan of death it finds firm footing, 
solid rock. 

Blessed religion! light of the world, sole 
hope of a ruin race, renovating principle, which 
restores life and beauty where all was corrup- 
tion and deformity ! extend thy benign reign— 
let thy hopes be embraced, and thy benefits dif- 
fused Se tag 

*¢One song employs all nations, and all cry. 

‘Worthy the Lamb,’ for he was slain for us? 
The dwellers in the vales, and on the rochs, 
Shout to each other, and the mountain tops 
From distant mountains catch the flying joys ; 
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“Til nation after pation taught the strain, 
Earth rolls the rapturous hosanna round.” 


MODERN PILGRIMS. 

In the Summer of 1818, a company of peo- 
ple, calling themselves Pilgrims, appeared des- 
cending the Mississippi, im a flat boat.. By 
their. own account they started from Lower 
Canada, ina company consisting of eight or 
ten. In Vermont they recruited twenty or 
thirty ; in the state of New York, several more 
—and when they reached Cincinnati, their 
numbers amounted to about sixty. 

Their leader, a Canadian, by the name of 
Bullard, (called also by his followers,the prophet 
Elijah,) was of a diminutive stature, with a club 

. foot. Before he began his mission., he had a 
severe spell of sickness, when he fasted 40 days 
(as he said, and his disciples believed ;) after 
which he recovered very suddenly, by the spe- 
cial interposition of the Divine Spirit, and be- 
ing filled with enthusiam, he declared that he 
was commanded to plant the church of the Re- 
deemcr in the wilderness, and among the hea- 
then, Fromtliese motions, thus imbibed, and 
which he instilled into his followers, they be- 
lieved themselves capable of fasting 40 days ; 
accordingly when they committed themselves 
to the current, the prophet enjoined a 40 days’ 
fast. The people becoming sick and in great 
distress from hunger, this severe commander 
found it necessary to remit, in some degree 
the rigor of his injunction, and he permitted 
the taking of flour broth through a quill, be- 
cause he received his food in this way after his 
long sickness and fast, when he could not open 
his jaw ; and which had the vivifying effect, 
taken by him for supernatural power or inspi- 
ration. But as the, gruel allowed was very 
meagre, being simply flour and cold water, de- 
bility, misery and death, attended the experi- 
ment. Yet with faith and hope they persisted. 

In this wretched situation, they arrived at 
Pilgrim’s Island, which derives its name from 
this fact ; at which place they were fallen in 
with by a barge belonging to Nashville, whose 
crew, detesting the conduct of the prophet and 
his seconds, who watched and governed the 
umorous multitude, gave two or three of the 
leaders a sound drubbing with the pliant cotton- 
wood switch. 

They next landed at the Little Prarie—The 
prophet’s staff, which by the direction of its 
fall had hitherto pointed out the way, now 
stood still ; and he declared that here he was 
commanded to settle and build a church—But 
Mr. Walker who owned the soil, and resided 
in this solitary spot forbid the undertaking. — 
This was accounted persecution, yet they con- 
tinued seven. days, during which sevaral died ; 
among whom were children which were placed 
on the beach by their parents, at the command’ 
of Elijah, when exposed to the scorching sun, 
they wallowed holes in the sand, while they 
struggled in the agonies of death.—While 
here laboring under sickness agd persecution, 





it seems began to suspect that they were 
forsaken by ine Spirit and that no more 
miracles could be wrought for them. Hence 
they commenced the cry of “ Oh my God why 
hast thou forsaken me !” When by assisting 
each other the vociferating cry*was not inter- 
mitted for three days and nights. 

They stopped further down at a desert place 
where 6 or 8 more died, whose bones still lie 
on the shore uncovered. -And all who re- 
mained, when they arrived at Helana, were 
objectsof horror and compassion, The hos- 
pitable inhabitants furnished them a_ plentiful 
supply of milk and more nourshing gruel, for 
eakias which every one was provided with a 
piece of reed cane, 

Their boat nest struck upon a sand bar near 
the mouth of the Arkansas. The prophet, his 
brother, and other leaders being dead, the 
remnant dispersed into the settlements, and 
down the river in the passing boats. 

From the time the party entered the Missi- 
ssippi, their numbers decreased daily by 
by death or desertion—And when they made 
their final landing, only about 15 remained.— 
One disciple eloped at the Little Prarie, with 
all the cash belonging to the company. One 
child was rescued here and raised. Several in- 
dividuals who were dispersed in various direc- 
tions, are now comfortably settled, but it is sup- 
posed that more than half their number died 
on the pilgri . 

This fete of folly and delusion, is perhaps 
worthy of notice, in furnishing a striking inst- 
ance of the blindness of credulity—the wilder- 
ness of fanaticism, and thé miserable propensi- 
ty of the mind, to believe itself possessed > of 
poyers whichdo not belong to humawity.— 
Western Balance. 


LESSON TO INTOLERANTS. 

The following is the prayer of Joseph, Em- 
peror of Germany, extracted from an old Ger- 
man work, under the title of Joseph Gebet- 
buck, the Emperor’s Prayer Book, Should 
you deem it calculated to increase in your rea- 
ders that spirit of unbounded charity which 
breathes through the whole, and which is the 
essence of true religion, its carly insertion in 
your valuable paper the Mercury, will - 


V. J. 
PRAYER. 

QO, thou eternal imcomprehensible Being ! 
who art the fountain of mercy and the source of 
love! thy sun lights equally the Christian and 
the Atheist; thy showers equally norish the 
fields of believers and of the infidels; the sced 
of virtue is found even in the heart of the im- 
pious and the heretic. From thee I learn, 
therefore, that diversity of opinion does not 
prevent thee from being a beneficient Father 
to all mankind. Shall I, then, thy feeble crea- 
ture, be less indulgent? Shall £ not permit 
my subjects to adore thee in what manner they 
please? Shall I persecute those who differ 
from me in point of thinking? Shall I spread 





186 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





my religion with the point of my sword? O, 
thou ! whose mighty power and ineffable love 
embraces the universe, grant that such errone- 
ous principles may never harbor in my breast. 
I will try to be like thee, as far as human efforts 
can approach to infinite perfection, I will be 
as indulgent as thou to allmen whose tenets dit- 
fer from mine ; and all unnatural compulsion, 
in point ef conscience, shall be banished for 
ever from my kingdom. 

Where is the religion that does not instruct 
us to love virtue and detest vice? Let all re- 
ligions, therefore, be tolerated, Let all man- 
kind pay their worship to thee, thou eternal 
Being! in the manner thou thinkest best. 
Does an error in judgment deserve afi expil- 
sion from society ? 
way to win the heart, or bring the swerving 
mind to a true sense of religion? Let the 
shameful chain of religious tyranny be parted 
asunder, and the sweet bonds of fraternal amity 
unite aN my subjects forever! I am sensible 
that many difficulties will oocur to me in this 
bold attempt and that most of them will be 
thrown in my way by those very persons who 
style themselves thy ministers; but may thy 
Almighty power never forsake me !, 

O, thou eternal incomprehensible Being! 
fortify my holy resolutions, with thy love, that 
I may surmount every obstacle; and let the Jaw 
of our Divine Master, which inculcates chari- 
ty and patience, be always impressed upon my 
heart.—AMEN. 


—— 


Terrible art thou, O God of Nature ! 

The sun rose on a finemorning in June, in 
all his beauty and glory ; the pearly drops that 
hung on the spires of the meadows, shrunk a- 
way at his approach, the cattle on the moun- 
tains rose and stretched themselves in gladness, 
and regaled themselves on the rich verdure 
moistened by the morning dew : the lark soar- 
ed high in the air, and sounded her shrill matiu 
song, and the less vocal birds awakened by the 
sound, joined in a sort of confused harmony.— 
The buxom lad sung a merry song as_he hast- 
ened to the field ; and the rosy-cheeked lass, 
as she sat by the window, looked out upon the 
beautiful morning, and painted it on her cheek 
with a smile. Ah ! beautiful, said I, is Nature. 
But at evening, a different scene was presented; 
a small cloud appeared in the west, which kept 
rising and swelling ; the vivid lightnings began 
to streak across his breast, and the distant thun- 
der seemed the foreboder of the tempest ; as it 
approached the zenith, the winds arose, and 
with a sudden erash, tore the huge boughs from 
the oak, mighty son of the forest ; the beasts 
of the field looked astonished, and man gazed in 
amazement. The rain poured down in floods; 
the. lightnings seemed to inflame the whole at- 
mosphere, and joined with the mighty roaring 
ofthe wind, and the crashing of the thunder, 
semed to say, that “ all was lost.” Terrible, 


And is farce the proper+ ° 





said J, art thou, O God of Nature. 


Dr. Doddridge says, “ Pious parents have 
reason to hope it is well with those dear crea- 
tures who are taken away in their early days. 
I see not that the word of God hath any where 
passed a damnatory sentence on any infants ; 
and if it has not, I am sure we have no author. 
ity to do it,” 
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I WILL SING PRAISE. 





THE GRAVE YARD. 


I Stand among the dark grey stones— 
No living thing is near ; 
Benesth me are the mould’ring bones 
=, OFt who once were here. 


2 ~~ obgad “fs our - 2G 
“And heré, perhaps, they mused likeme, > |.% 
"Mid darts gears , a 

ite waeta! ; 


declare 


That passion is aaa 
That Pleasure’s bar ATavgh 
Must sink beneath the stream. ™ 


Yet sense and passion held them slaves, 
And lashed them to the oar, ‘ 

Till they were wreck’d upon their grave— 
And then they rose no more! 


Perhaps like them I too shall go, 
Nor heed my coming doom, 

And every trace of me below, 
Be swept into the tomb. 


And yet I would not live in vain, 
By earthly pleasures cloy’d, 

Or reader back to God again 
My talent unemploy’d. 


O God of mercy, make me know, 
The gift which thou hast given, 
Nor let me idly spend it so, 
But make it fit for Heaven ! 
iat ns 2 
The following Inscription ima. Forest, possesses great 
freshness of delineation; ther@are few or none 
superior in the English language : 


Stranger! whose steps have reach'd (his solitude, 

Know that this lonely ee was deaf to one 

Devoted with no unrequité a 

To z.. Here dglghied he fias heard 

The rustling of these’woods, that now perchance 

Melodious to the gale of summer move ; 

And underneath their shade on yon ¢mooth rock, 

With grey and yellow liochens overgrown, 

Often reclined ; ‘watching the silent flow 

Of this perspicuous rivulet, that steals 

Se its verdant course, ** * (ill all around 

Had fill’d his seases with tranquility, 

And ever sooth’d in spirit.he return’d 

A happier, better man. Stranger, perchance, 

Therefore the stream more lovely to thine eye 

Will glide along, and to the summer gale 

The woods wave more melodious. Cleanse thou then 

The weeds and mosses from this letter’d stone. 
Soursey. 





